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LOW-CARBON 

FUTURE

- linking the North Karelia with Middle East



WHAT IS FINPETRA?

2015

CONTACT WITH 
JORDANIAN PhD
STUDENT IN JOENSUU

2016

PREPARATION, 
TWO VISITS TO 
JORDAN

Q4/2017

APPROVED FINANCE 
(330 KEUR/2,5 yrs)

PLANNING

2018-2019

IMPLEMENTATION

• Project to promote export activities from North Karelia to Middle East
• How? By utilizing higher institution networks to benefit business life
• Why? Strenghten the skills for companies and other organisations, link 

right people with each others
• Two focus areas: The Middle East & Low Carbon



JOIN OUR PROJECT, IF YOU WORK IN:



FINPETRA TEAM

Helena Puhakka-Tarvainen
Senior Project Manager, +358 50 430 2418, helena.puhakka-tarvainen@karelia.fi

Janita Ylitalo
Project Specialist, +358 50 330 6704, janita.ylitalo@karelia.fi

Laith ALRahlahleh
Project Coordinator, +358 50 323 3336, laith.alrahlahleh@karelia.fi
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United Nations
FAO
European Union

WE ARE BUILDING THE NETWORK

20+ companies
- Biogas, waste management, solar 

energy, environmental engineering 
services, housing, digitalization...

- Trip to Amman (w19/2018) with 
companies, in cooperation with 
Business Finland (Developing 
Markets –theme)

Universities
- Erasmus+ cooperation, starts with ICT-

trainees to two companies in Joensuu 
(summer 2018)

- Conference in Amman (w41/2018)

Non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs)
- Acted
- Future Pioneers
- Pajathon workshop in Joensuu 

(w21/2018)

North Karelia
&

Middle East



NEXT STEPS – ROADMAP TO AMMAN

13 April 2018, Joensuu

• Business environment in the Middle East, culture and behaviour

• Legislation and regulations
• Environmental standards

25-26 May 2018, Joensuu

• Pajathon: innovation workshop “Humanitarian Solutions”

Week 19/2018 (May), Amman

• Trip to Jordan with companies 

• Global funding sources 
• Marketing and intercultural communication

March/April, Helsinki, Team Finland House

• Pitching training

Week 41/October 2018, Amman

• Renewable energy prospects in Jordan: challenges and opportunities



Business environment in the Middle East, 
culture and behavior

Friday 13 April 2018 (Network Oasis, Science Park, Joensuu)

What?
4 hours discussion workshop, hard facts and good food, examples from real life

How?
Trainer Päivi Käri-Zein is from Espoo (M.Sc. International Business), she has 15+ experience from 
living and working in the Middle East and Gulf region. She is active in several organisations, e.g. 
member of the board in SAKY (Finnish-Arabic Trade Association). She has trained workers from 
SMEs to big corporations going to the Middle East since 1994. Päivi Käri-Zein has also written a 
book on Arabic countries as a Business Area. Teacher at Haaga-Helia UAS since 1996.

To Whom?
To individuals in companies or organizations, who need to strenghten their skills and knowledge 
about the Middle East culture and behaviour and who want to taste delicious food from the Middle 
East. 



Pajathon: Humanitarian Solutions 
(water, energy, infrastructure)

Friday-Saturday 25-26 May 2018 (Joensuu) 

What?
24 hrs hackathon event, work is done in teams, challenge is given about one week before

How?
Pajathon is a concept, where 3-5 person teams tackle a given challenge within one day. In 
this Hackathon, organisations like e.g. Business Finland, Finnish Church Aid, UNICEF or
WHO are providing the challenge and 5 judges will then choose a winning team. 

To Whom?
To individuals or companies or organizations, who want to take part in inventing 
something totally new in an innovative environment and team.  



JORDAN NOVEMBER 2017



ORGANISATIONS, POINTS OF INTEREST
Appreviation Full name

NERC National Energy Research Center *

PSUT Princess Sumaya University for Technology *

RSS Royal Scientific Society *part of RSS

SDC Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation

UNOPS The United Nations Office for Project Services

FAO Jordan Food and Acriculture Organization of the United Nations

Omnitrade Consulate General of Finland, Mr. Rakan N. Rshaidat

ACTED Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development NGO

FPEC Future Pioneers for Empowering Communities NGO

EBRD European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

KUA Finn Church Aid



NEEDS & TARGET MAPPING
Company Needs Targets

E.g. to learn more about the market, 
business culture, projects, partners

E.g. to identify 3-5 potential
projects/pilots/partners


